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THE OWNERS

a managament
corsultant, and "
media liwyer (below), fve here wath
children
THE PROPERTY
A five-bedrooen terraced house,
built in the 1880s
THE LOCATION
Tufnell Park, noeth London
WHAT THEY SPENT
The coupies garden project
cost around £42,000

ORIGINAL GARDEN  NEW LOOK

Above A traditiona) Right Getting the
rectangular lawe layout right was key
wrerounded by thrubn  for viewn from above,
St entce and a dlagonal desgn
ang o wpend creates the iasion
muxch time outside of a wider garden

A themed design
has transformed ™
our outdoor space

structural

contemporary garden completes the family home
WORDS AND PHOTOGRAMHS MARCUS HARPUR

00N alter MOWNG MO o house,

we had the basement dug out,’

oxplans ‘We had ako wanted
& glass box extension 1o the rear, but
atered the plans and buill & glass wall
cking out froen the lving room onta the
garden. We then had excelient views feor
the rooms we used the mast, and realsed
that the house seemed incomplete without
& garden that we wanied 1o use

) Penbang PrEOuS Garten

had been Digger, with kess hard Lindscapng
Thas one & quite Lirge by London standards
which wirs ane of the reasons we came
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here,' says 1 Sad the ia of swichrg
10 a formal, struchured 1own gardien, Dyt st
using plenty of plants to soften the desigr
The space started as a blank canvas
with only & lewn, some raned beds and
a shed, 50 n onder 10 betler organiss it
the couple called on Katring Kieffes\Wels
of Earth Desigrs after
on Facebook. A theme and a skesch were
then agreed in a single consultation o
10 evoive ideas slongsde the chent, 5o that
they have ownership of the concept ang
can agree or daagree with ideas straight
away,’' Says Katnna. I 850 try 10 refiect the

=W her work




STATEMENT STRUCTURE

Above The Jepaneie-style pergols was custom-
Bt and b 8 great vantage point for garden
views while dning. The sharp right angles are
softened by the round lamps and 1tone halls

style of thewr home -
kitchen i a giossy monochrome design,
and | warnied the gatden 10 have that feel

The famdy had specifc requispments
for it = an awd gardenes and wanted
10 inchude plenty of plants, and it had 10
be a famuly space with 3 practicl area

5 & keen photographer and often
ubes the Ganden as subyect matter, whie
the couple’s daughter wWas keen to
try growing her own vegetables, 5o there
are rased Deds. Above all, they waried a
place whore they could relae and entevtan
desired onental look was

achved with the lyout, structures,
ard the choice of plants, whsch are manky
Rpanewe n ongn. Katring made up mood
DOards, Pudng images of fire escapes
ad David Bowse's Aladdin Sane albam
cover, and slements of these deas wore
expressed n the angles of the paths and
pavng. With the styfe agroed, the project
went farly smoothly and kept within the
budget, with only the pariculacly wet
winter of 2012 delayng progress, stretching
11 to four months. The ground needed
10 b levelied, although, fortunately,
maer groundworks weren't necessary,
&6 everything had 1o be carmied through
the house ~ except the birch trees, which b
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GARDEN ART
Above Looking back
10 the house from
wnder a tree,

SECLUDED SPOT
Kght Ratian furmiture
and an alumisium
cafbatyle Lable and
troassred Three chairs are parfect for
Figures swcuiptures are the won trap ot the
surrounded by alliums  end of the garden,

and heuchera for with smooth bhack
shade a1 tha end Paviouns adding
of the garden 10 the dynamic

had 10 be passed over neghbounng
Qarders due 10 thew large sie
As Katnna eaplars, the ganden =
vruble from four levels, 5o the design
had 1o be very peecise. ¥ you don't get
1he Spacing rght, you lose the impact in
2 small 1own gaeden,' adds The
dagonal angles of the garden create the
mast stnkng feature. The path, geometre
awn and hard Lbindscaping are set at
around 40 degrees 10 the boundary walls,
wonng two T hons - 1t Qwes the garnden
3 gynami feel and journeys to both
wudes, making the most of the space
The design also visually pushes out the
A row Doundanes for & widenng effect
From the house, the 1ocy posmt - and
favourite feature of the garden -
s her Theee Figures sculpture by Kathy
Shadwel. Spotted in & Sussex shop
window, they add an internabonal flavowr
10 the garden and accent the orenty
therne. Hilary paet

pergola nea the house that overiooks the

Aty loves the wooden

whole scene, and which solved an exrly
probiem of a large, overreaching mudberry
ree, the fughly stainng black frun now
drop on the pergola roof instead. There i
2 stylst reflection of the pergola at the
far end, where glossy black Perspex panels
have Deen used aimonst & & fere, perfectly
offsering the stark wiite stems of the bisch
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trees, which not only hide the shed, but gwe
the garden a sense of grandeur. A
Area with rattan chaws and alumnum

furnsure adds further 10 the contemporary

..\!(w')

feel "The terrace at the far end & nowhere
near the house o any nevghbours, 50 2 gets
sun & day, and & a8 real dravw,” she

% Gehghted by how wel ke N
Chosces Pave settied in. Arum Mes have Deen
partCutarly wooronss and she ha vy
many Clerodendnun tnchotomum weedings
Her favourne buy i & Japanese dwerf Prunus
NCsa ‘Kogo-no-mai’, with its prafhusion of

pnk-tinged-whte bedl-shap
bought for £3 a8 3 loc garden Operen
lapanese mapies grow at key intensectons
and the garden i mostly monochrome, «

pla

3 ot of the planting features white Howers

SCREENING

Abowve Refiective
black Perspex panels
Qive 2 comemporary,
sophistcated and
enciored feel 10 the
Sarrce Nﬂl’n arva

at the far end of

the garden, abvo
dwguning the shed
Stepping stones
feading up to a small
gravel gacden create
2 1orse of Journey

n contrast with black stone, Perspex and
woodwork. Miary has planted Dicantra

spectalels "Alba’, heliebores and the gant
rheum pakmatum in the shady border
Two other desgn features uniy the
whole garden: black grarste sotts, pebbles
&rd gravel are wsed in bands & rghtt angles,
contrasted with pale<oloured slabs and

PAVOUS 10 gve 3 sharp, graph

ol

Ths monocheome scheme fits woll with

the onental theme and 5 visually exciting,
but, & & subtle contrast 1o the straght
wnes, sandstone and luminous plastic balls
#P pOsLONed Jong the entre length
dravwing the eye through the space

We recently had a gathenng of 80
people, anvd the garden was & real asset’
Says It made the party



£12,035
£7,059
£4,743
£3,828
3474
£2.826
£2.438

Pavwng

VAT

Planting
Pergola
Lghtng
Sundnes
Perspex scroens
Clearance and
preparaton
Bespoke water feature
Raised bed
Lawn

TOTAL

£2.304
£1.519
£1,425
£705
£42,356

THE CONTACTS

and onstrection Eanh Desgn,
020 8521 5040, earhdesipns co.uk
Paving MR imternational. 01375 855678,
meintenatonal o uk
Granite wits and paving Rock Unigue
Ughts and ilhuminated planten
Side

Devign
Plants Folia (Furope)
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What I've learnt

‘Don't underestimats how long

It takas to plan & succassful gardan
design, Think very hard before
you start so you achieve what you
want, rathes than rushing into i.*

My top tip

‘Be realistic about what you
can achieve when acoess is
Hmited. Get the layout right

= weo found that in a town garden,
the horticultural part is not as
crucial as the layout; if you get
that and the framework right,
everything else will fall into
place, 50 leave the planting
until that is done. Set a realistic
budget from the outset and
make compromises if necessary.
We'd also recommand working
with a designer if possible.’

My best purchase

*This Is my Three Figures sculpture,
by Kashy Shadwell, which I bought
In Sussex, plus the pengola, Our
desiygner Xatrina's favourite 1s the
black Perspex panels and silver
birch combination, which being
grandour and glamour o the space.”

My go-to stores

"We like to use flower buld
specialists Jacques Amand
International and the Goe Tee
Balb company, and our designer
introduced us to the products of
design company Slide Deaign.'

I couldn’t live without...
LOour ralsed vegetable beds,

A8 our davghter onjoys
growing her own vog.'

Inspirational reads

‘We found The Essential Garden
Book lyy Terence Conran and
Dan Pearson (&£12, Octopus)
very useful, and magazines,
such as Gardens Ilustrated,
help to inspire a design. Katrina
recommended The Modern
Japanese Garden by Michiko

Nt town garden

Above Bos edged
beds Ut iraide the
angles of the haed
landscaping. Ths
oo Mol ene of
favourite
Jepancwe maglen
which b strong
wiurated colour

My favourite spot

“The seating area at the far end of
the garden s a great place to relax
as 1t always catches the sun.'
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